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Day of the Dead / Dia de Muertos
Pop-Out Ofrenda Activity

Every November 1st - 2nd, A 
Mexican cultural holiday called the Day 
of the Dead is celebrated, in which 
family and friends gather, pray for, and 
honor those who have passed away. 
During this time, it is believed that the 
souls of the dead return to their loved 
ones, where they are welcomed with 
great fanfare in the form of music, 
dance, and feasting. Remembering 
loved ones and providing them 
reminders of their life in the form of 
gifts from the Earthly world is a major 
part of the holiday.

On this special day, we honor 
and celebrate loved ones who have passed away. The ofrenda is perhaps the most central and well-known form of 
commemorating those who have passed. An ofrenda is an altar display created to honor a deceased family member or 
close friend. The ofrenda is decorated and adorned with various offerings the deceased person enjoyed while they were 
alive. An ofrenda typically has three tiers or levels, including:

-Top Tier: A photo of the deceased person. 
-Middle Tier: Items to help the deceased feel at home and welcome as they travel from the spirit world, such as 
toys, alcohol, prized possessions, and other treasures.
-Bottom Tier: Amenities for the deceased to refresh themselves, including candles, soap, mirrors, and towels.
-Decorated candy skulls, or calaveras, and bright orange and yellow marigolds, the Aztec flowers associated 
with the dead, are placed throughout the ofrenda.

In this Activity, you will create your own paper pop-out ofrenda. 
Step 1: Fold the smaller piece of paper in half. On the closed side, cut two parallel lines. The farther apart you cut your 

lines, the bigger the pop-out section will be. The deeper you cut, the more this section will pop out from the 
paper. Check out the image on the right side for visual instructions! 

Step 2: Glue the small-sized paper on to the center of the 
bigger paper. On scrap paper, draw some favorite 
items of the person. Did they have a favorite activity, 
hobby, or treat?  Glue or tape them on the pop-up 
sections. 

Step 3: Finish up the top and bottom tiers of the ofrenda. You 
can glue a picture of the person, or draw a portrait on 
the top part of your card. You can make it as unique 
as you want. Draw some candles or other items your 
ancestor enjoyed to the bottom of the ofrenda. How 
can you depict the flames of the candles on paper?

Step 4: Draw and cut extra decorations such as flowers and 
skulls to adorn your new ofrenda.

This ofrenda can serve as a way to both honor and reflect on 
the life of someone near to you. Remember a time you spent 
with this loved one. What is your favorite story or memory with 
them? 

Materials Required
• 2 Pieces of Paper of   
 Different Sizes and Colors
• Markers
• Scissors
• Glue or Tape

Optional Materials
• Additional Scrap Paper for 
More Decorations

What You Will Need 


